










Introductions

Richard Leadbeater, Esri
Global Manager; State Government Industry Solutions

Email: rleadbeater@esri.com

Office: 909-369-4448
Twitter: @PolicyMapper

This session covers the need for 
openness, 

citizen engagement, and 
transparency 

in the redistricting process. 

Forty-two states have incorporated some level of public participation in their redistricting process; 

most have missed the point.  The real driver in this movement is a rather simple desire to be involved. 

This session will focus on two case studies where civic leaders extend the redistricting data and 

software tools to the public and discuss the civic health benefits they received.
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Bring clarity to the redistricting process

Civic Health: 
The role redistricting can play in building a better civic landscape
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What is GIS?



GIS Maps and Dashboards Are Becoming Pervasive
Opening the World’s Eyes to the Power of Real-Time and Data-Driven Visualization

GIS Is Advancing

Telling the Stories That Help People Understand . . .

. . . Increasingly Impacting Policies and Action

Dynamic & 

Interactive

Geospatial

Infrastructure

Analytic

StoryMaps

Dashboards

Maps



https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/esri-demographics/state-government/reapportionment-projections/

Apportionment

https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/esri-demographics/state-government/reapportionment-projections/
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/esri-demographics/state-government/reapportionment-projections/


esri.com/policymaps
Household Income

Job Accessibility by 

Walking and Transit

Social Vulnerability Index

Opioid Mapping
Esri Policy Maps

Census 2020 Self-Response 
Rates in California

Walking Distance to a Library & 

Broadband Rating

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=93a548b625334e438bbb89dcf1de5d10&extent=-15790984.551%2C3516684.6405%2C-11439577.4048%2C5358511.2741%2C102100
https://urbanobservatory.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=ad2e2d955d56473f9aaae0789df03bdd&_lrsc=40888326-cdba-42d6-a930-2f8ba55f901c&adumkts=social&aduc=social&adum=external&aduSF=linkedin&adut=ea


A Map that shows you where to intercede. 

What is a Policy Map?



A Map that shows you where to intercede. 
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COVID-19 Dashboards
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COVID-19 Response
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Data-Driven Decisions and Policymaking

Gentrification and Displacement Indicators
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Citizen Problem
Reporting
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Highly Constrained

Some History:

1980’s

1990’s Tools available but 
cumbersome

2000’s
Usability and some 
public involvement

2010’s Almost consumer-level

Technology in Redistricting
Some background



The 2005 Redistricting Story

Professionals Public

Legislators



A vision for 2010

Professionals Public

Legislators

• Provided via web browser

• Facilitates collaboration, sharing, and 

community building

• Easy to use interface reduces costs 

associated with training

• Minimal GIS experience required

• Centralized IT 

• Cost effective way to provide access to 

citizens

Increasing collaboration between 
government and citizens



Esri Redistricting is a web-based solution that 
enables governments, advocates, and citizens to 
complete and securely share compliant 
redistricting plans. 

Esri Redistricting provides comprehensive tools 
for plan creation, management, visualization, editing, 
and collaboration. 

Built-in tools check for common compliance 
blunders.

Online functionality allows 

Openness, Transparency, and Citizen Engagement.
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Esri Redistricting



State of Utah take-aways…

• Why Utah chose Esri Redistricting
• Public engagement
• Online interaction
• Customizable
• Cumbersome process

• Utah implemented 3-pronged approach
• Esri Redistricting
• Autobound extension for ArcGIS Desktop
• Companion website

• Utah guaranteed full transparency by:
• Media participation
• Multiple public meetings
• Software interaction during meetings

• Utah’s redistricting totals:
• Citizens registered > 1000
• Submitted plans = 323
• Met criteria = 271

https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/products/esri-redistricting/overview/redistricting-utah-case-study




State of Colorado take-aways…

Map Consideration and Public Involvement

Preliminary Map

• Nonpartisan commission staff creates a preliminary redistricting map, but can consider public comments while developing the map.

• Members of the public may also present proposed redistricting maps and written comments for the commission's consideration. 

• The commission must hold at least 3 public hearings in each current congressional district before approving a redistricting map, for a 

minimum of 21 public hearings throughout the state. 

• At least 10 commissioners must attend each hearing, either in person or electronically. 

• Commission hearings must be broadcast online.

• The commission website will allow a way for Colorado residents to submit maps or written comments. 

• All written comments pertaining to redistricting will be published on the website.



State of Montana take-aways…

This story map will take you through the redistricting process 
in Montana from start to finish. You'll learn about:

•What redistricting is and why it happens

•Who is in charge of redistricting and how they got there

•The legal standards used to develop districts

•The challenges of redistricting in a large, rural state

•How to get involved

Guide to State Legislative Redistricting in Montana (arcgis.com)

https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=f4633b4670f0456481361f6ac152b249
https://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=f4633b4670f0456481361f6ac152b249


Open and Transparent should provide;

❑ a web-based environment for creating and 

sharing plans,

❑ the ability to collaborate on plans and 

engage your communities, 

❑ clarity into the redistricting process

Key Takeaways

Openness, Transparency, and Citizen Engagement

Esri Redistricting

https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/blog/articles/what-you-need-to-know-about-redistricting/





